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Moab District
P.O. Box 9?0

Hoab, Utah 84532
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CERTIFIED !,|AIL RgnrRrv RECEIPT RroIIESTED
Certified No. 0525

l,Ir. Scott M. Chii ld
PacifiCore EI ectric Operations
Ftrel Resources Departrrent
324 South State Street
P. O, Box 25128
Salt Lake City, Utah 84125-0128

Dear Mr. Chi1d:

Order to Repluq Drill Hole,TMTN-T

On July 23, 1991, Tcrn Rasnn:ssen of the Bureau of Land t'larragenent (BIn4)
witnessed the plugging of drill hote TIfIT{-7 located, at T. it S., R. 6 E.,Secticrr 15- ltris inspection revealed that PacifiCorp r.ras ir, *orr"cnpliance forfailure to follow proper plugging proced,ures.

Ttre inforrnation obtained at the site indicates that the subject hole r+asdrilled' to a depth of 1950 feet. After the hole was ccnpleted, approxirnately235 bags of csnent were mixed with water, in an inconsisient r,anner, a*dpurped through tubing into the hole. This cenrent rnixture never reached thetop of the hole and Sinple volr-u,retric calctrlations indicate that the an,,r*tapplied r+as substantially deficient to reach the surface. As an attenpt toplug the top of the hole, enpty csrent bags and plastic covers frcrn palletswere tarrped into the surf ace casing f or a distance of about 20 f eet a'd f i I led,with a csrent slurry.

rnccrrFlete Plugging of the hole is a violaticrr of stipulation nwrber 4 of the
{nrro-ved etploration p1an. T}ris stipulation states tfut upon ccnpletion ofdor+n-hoIe procedures, dII drii t holei shall be properly r"lled by enplacingcsrent through tubing frcnr the bottcnr of the hole to the collar. There isalso a clear violation of the regrlation-s of 43 cFR 34g4,1(a) (3). -wfri.f,
reqrrires a suitable plugging rnatirial as a drill hole ."p-*a erplorationactivity is nranaged to prevent water pollution and nrixing of gror.rnd a*dsurface uraters and ensure.the safety if people, livestocf, and wildlife. Thetrash r-rsed by Pacificorp in the cap is r-poi*ii.t source of pollutants r+hichcan deteriorate and ultirnately calrse surfice collapse of the hole. Inadditicrn' our experience tras ihor+n that leaving a void in an abarrdoned drillcolurn invites weathering and disrntegration oi the casing *tt"f, willevsrtually allow rnigraticn of gror-u:d and surface water.
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To satisfy this noncompliance, PacifiCorp must remove the substandard
hole cap and fill the remainder of the hole with cement through a tube
the bottom to the surface by August 3, 1991. Furthermore, the action
PacifiCorp on this hole has raised serious concern about the plugging
of the 6 holes drilled during 1990 under another exploration license.
Therefore, within 5 days, PacifiCorp must a'lso arrange a meeting with the BLI'I
to determine what additional action is necessary to ensure the proper plugging
of these other holes. Failure to comply with this order will result in th;
cessation of further exploration operationsf cancellation of the Jicense, and
the initiation of bond forfeiture.

Please contact Gary Johnscn in the Price Coal Office at (801 ) 637-4584
regarding any aspect of this noncompliance.

Sincerely yours,

/$l tTlLilAill c, srilNGER

Assi stant Di stri ct l4anager
I'tli neral Resources

cc:
U-065c
u-921
Manti-LaSal I'lational Forest

599 l,lest Price Drive
Price, Utah 84501

Utah Division of 0i1, Gas and Mining
355 tl t'l6rth Temple
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake City, Utah 84180

BNorthrup: ppl07 /?6/91 t^1P51; PC, NON
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I have decided to consent to Lssuance
(see EEp, Attachment 1) to PaclflCorp
exploration holes. All holes wlLl be
the Mantl-La Sal NatLonal Forest, and
and quantity.

Ttrls tlTe of eoal exploratory drilling is a routine practice on the l.lasatch
Plateau. Hany holes have been drlIIed on the Ferron Ranger Di-strict in the
past, wlth no resource damage, and the sites have been successfully
rehabilltated. Ttre proposed action falls withln categorlcal exclusion category
5 (nineral and energy actLvLtles of liuited size, duratlon, and degree of
disturbance, such as prelinlnat:f exploration and renoval of snall mineral
samples) and no extreordtnary cireumstances exi.st that nlght cause the action
to have significant effects. Based on the PacifiCorp proposal and past
experience, this actl.on is categorically excluded from documentatlon in an
environmental inpact statement or an environmental assessuent (FSH 1909.15,
section 26.2)

Ttre area imedlately south of the area covered by exploration llcense IIru- 67727

[s covered by Pacifi0orp's exploration llcense lfru-66524 (see EaP, Attachment
1), uhere 5 drill holes rere conpleted during the sunmer of 1990. One

additional hole, whl.ch was not conpleted durlng 1990, ls scheduled to be
completed durlng the suuner of 1991. Ttle area south of the area covered by
exploratLon license Imt-66524 was evaluated for drilling.ln the EnvirorrmenEal
Assessment for Beaver Greek Goal Gompany, Trail Mountain Mlne' 1988 Goal
Exploration Drllling ProJect, CoaI Exploration License U-64233. Ttre drilling
program lras conducted during the sunmers of 1988 and 1989 with no resource
damage. 

.

Ttre tryo sLtes are on the eastern side of the lilasatch Plateau on Trail Hountain,
at elevations of 9,080 and 9,920 feet. Ttre sites are located on exPosures of
the Prlce River and North Horn Formations, which consist of interbedded
sandstones, claystones, and sLltstones. Ihe soLls are sandy with some

colluvirrm derived fron the North Horn and Flagstaff Fornations. A brief
description of each site and the required access roads is in Attachment 2.

Ttrere are no known prine or unique farmlands , wetlands , tl.nber lands,
rangelands, or alluvial valley floors wtthin the lease area. Ttrere will be
lnpacts to floodplsins, cultural resourcesr or I'hreatened, Endangered, ot
SensitLve floral or faunal specles,

DECISION T TO

tfiCorp Electric OperatLons
Exploration License Imt- 67727

Hanti-La Sal National Forest
PrLce, Utatr

of coal exploration license Ulru- 67727
Electrlc Operations for drtlling two coal
located on the Ferron Ranger DisErict of
will be used to deteruine coal guality
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t ro Zgindividuals and otg.oiil.oo" (see Attachment

3). A notice rras also placed in the Enerv Countv frog.f"=s and Sun Advocate_

newspapers. Ttrree co'ments riere rec.ffiauring the scoplng Process. The utah

Division of l{ildltfe Resources ls concerred about l-upacts to deer and elk
during fawning and calving periods and pocential irnpacts to rrater resources.
Ttre Urah Dlvtfion of lilarei nlgUr" is concerned that the applicant obtaLns an

approved water rtght for the drtlling operatlon, the Southeastern Utatl
Associ.ation of Local Governmencs supports the drilling as an effott to define
and develop naturat resources. All of these concerns have been addressed and

are included in the special sripularions for drilllng (Attachnent 4). Ttrere

are no unresolved comuents.

Ttris proj eet is consistent with the management directiotls , including standards
and g"iaifines, in the l.tanti-La Sal- National Forest Land and Resource

Hanagenenr plan (pages III -4 , III -LZ , and III - 34 through III - 35 ) - I'he

managenent pre""ripiion of the sites is for forage production. Mineral
aetivities are allowed with uitlgation to assure continued livestock access and

use.

Ttris decision nay be inplenented on June 19, 1991.

Itris decislon fs subjeet to appeal pursuant to 36 CF'R 2L7. A vritten notice of
appeal of rhis decision nust LL fully consistent with 36 CFR 217.9 HContenE of
Uitice of AppeBI,' l-ncluding the reasons for appeal, and two copLes must be

filed wirh Rlgional Forestei, Gray Reynolds, 324 25th Street, Ogden, Utah
g440I, wlrhin 45 days of rhe dare thar the Legal Hotice is published ln the .9un

Advocate.

For further info::rnation contact the
(801/537 -28L7 ) or the Ferron Ranger
(801/384-?372).

Forest SupenrLsorrs Office in Price, Utah
Districr Offtce in Ferron, Utah

Date
Forest Supenrisor
599 West Price River Drive
Prlce, Utah 84501
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t Attachment 2

Tltllr-7

Ttris drlll s1t6 t5 locatcd on rn oPen afeal iin.thb north slde of Trall Canyon.

The vegetation iir prhlrlly eagebnrsh air6-graisee. APProxlDatsly 200 yards of
i.".""-to"d frou tire Nottli Polirt- Sprli1!-Roail (FDR-52302) to t6e drlll elte w111

be required.

THTN.8

Ttris dri1l sitre is' Ibcaterl on a nErErorf;:open ridge toP along the Trall Mountain
Road (FDR 50034) . Ttre sl,re is sparsely covered with hard grass. No access

road will be required.
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United States
Departoent of
AgrLculture

Foreet
SerrrLce

l{entL-Lesal l{etl,onsl Forest
Ferron Beuger DLstrl'ct

P.O. Box 310
Ferron, Utah 84523

Reply to: 2820

Datel Jauuary 28' 1991

gorg

fhe Ferron Rsnter Dl,6ttLct, Uatrtl-Lasai f,atLonel Eoreatr hee recelved a coal
drtlltag proposal Yh:lcb oey :latersst you.

PaclftGorp ElectaLc Operatime bt. eppllcil for I coel rxploretl'oa liceuse to
drl1l 2 boles oa tha ccatrel polltor of Tret l Uourt3la. lltg boler sould ba

loceted h 3€cti,oDr 4 dad 15, T178, B6E (aee ettrebsd oap). acce.s E'j.ll b3 uP

the Cottomod Creck Rotal .nat out thG f"ratl Uotl3t8t! Aosd to the Project a!.8.

E*plot.tlod rr111 bc acempllrbrd by aurfecc ilrttllag uaing r truck-lorrst€d rotelt
ariU tfg. Drtlltng 8111- b. doac iurtng the .,ro:r of 1991. llaor anounta of
i"p"o, rle"6',,ab, tid grtaa y111 be roo.6d fro tbo drlll rltea ead acceae road.

Approx!"oetcly 200 yrrdr of tmporrry roed sLll bc !.rd.d for ttle Proj.ct. Ifbsa

"irif 
f. cmpictcilr- PrclfLcorp vfll racld.o ell dlltttrbqd arcee and eLI teoporery

roeda; rhlch rl1ll totrl leae th:'a 2 ecrel.

If Jrou h^eve quest1one or comeuta
Earber by Febnrary 25r 1991.

on thLe project pleaee contaet Eyself or DaIe

Slncerely t

JOEII EEALY
ActJ-ng DLstrLct Banger

Enclosure



,. rdOlnsouthern Utah l{l-ldernese Alll,enc'e

* ' 'H:tt"H;"*il"l;.*"t' I
Salt Lake Clty, Utah 84111

n0lnEmery County ComJ-esl,on
F.ol Box 62.9

Caetle DaIe' Utah 84513

uOlnCJ.ty of Caetle DaIe
Emtl t Mr. Gary Cox, Uayor
P.O. Box 728
Casrle Dale, UEah 84513

n0lnCity of Ferron
. Etrtr: Mr. Dale Roper, Hayor

- P.O. Box 820
Ferron, Utah 84523

m0lnCJ-ty of OrangevLlle
P.O. Box 677
OrangevLlle, Utah 84537

!r0luErnery County Economlc Development
F.O. Box 297
Caetle DaIe, Utah 84513

rn0lnSoutheeetern Uteh AeeocLati.on of Locsl Governmente
fttfr'l Hr. Br11 Eovell
P.O. Box 1106
PrLce, Utah 8450I

m0lnBountLful Ctty Llght end Pover
Irrtl: Mr . Kevin Garlick
t 98 South 200 l{est
Bounrifull Urah 84010

m0lnSouthern CallfornLa EdLson Company
etm-t Jerry Wilson
P.O. Box 410
Long Beach, CalJ.fornia 90801

n0lnUtah Aseocj.ated HunJ.cLpel llater Systems (UAIIPS)
ATItfI CraLg V. Meachau
87 22 South 300 lJest



, flindy, Utah 84070

u0laTral,l Mountaln Ll-veet
ftmt-, Mr. Carl Bott
P.O. Box 432
Caetle DaIe, Utah 84513

m0lnEaet Horrntal,n Cattle
K Get,tle ComPanY
ATTt{l Mr. Lee Jef f s
P.O. Box 1028
Castle DaIe' Utah 84513

eociatLon

Aeeoci.atlon

I
ock Ae

n0lnsenator Orri.n Hetch Offlce
aftUt Hr. Rone1d E. Uadeen
3428 l{allace F. Bennett Federal Bul'ldJ-ng
Salt l,ake City' Uteh 84138 .

n0InEast Carbon l{tldltfe FederatLon
Etttl: shef ton Gordon
331 Carson
Box 904
Eaet. Carbonr Utah 84520

ro0InEast Carbon lltldltfe FederatLon
Errfr': Kent E:lntze
P.O. Box 523
East Carbon, Utah 84520

m0lrrEmery lfate"' Con""ntancy DLetrl'ct
ATTI{: Oral Eugene Johansen
290 East MaLn Street
P.O, Box 856
Casr1e Dele, Utah 84513

mOlut{orrntaLn Stetee Legal Foundatlon
Errrtl Hatthev Y. Blecan
1200 Lincoln Street ' #600
Denver, Colorado 80203

rnOlnThe NaEure ConservancY
Efffr'r JoeI s. Tnhy
2225 South EJ,ghvay 89-91
Ilellsvllle' Utah 84339



n0 luUtah l{l1-dernes s As socltllon
Errll r Hr. Dick certer I
455 East 400 Southr B-40 -
Salt Lake Ctty' Utah 84tlf

n0lnDepartment of Hetural Reeourcee
AT[N: MJ.lo A. Barney
1636 l{est North Tenple
SaIt Lake Clty, Utsh 84116

mOlnUtah Bureau of lilater Pollution Control
gmt'f t Roy D. Gunnell
288 North 1460 lfest
P. O. Box 16690
SaIt Lake City, Utah 84116-0690

uOlnUteh Dl.visj-on of IILIdILfe Reeourcee
Efnt-: Ken PhLppetr
455 Ilest RaLlroad Avenue
PrLcer Utah 84501

rn0lnUtah State DiwisLou of l{ater RJ,ghte
Errfr': Hark Page
P.O. Box 7tB
Prj-ce, Urah 84501

uolntlr . scotr M. chrld
F""fftcorp Electrlc OperatLons
FueI Beeoureeg Departuent
324 $outh State, Street
P.O. Box 26128
Salt Lake CJ.ty, Urah 84126-0128

mOlnttlaughan Guymon
P.O. Box 552
Euntl,ngton, Utah 84528

u0lnlee HcElprang
F.ol go* 448
Euntl-ngton, Utah 8r+528

n0laAvra M. Sulth
E*"Et*t Nevs Correepondent
876 North 400 East
PrLce, Utah 84501



r+
. Eorncoasrar Scaues a.r==gyGPany

tZsl*"t 400 $outh #8oo -salr Lake Gtty' utah 84111-2301

oOlnHerLdl,an Ol,l r inc .
fftNl Steve Rel.nert
5613 DTC Parkray
Engleuood, Colorado 80111
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A pre-work meetlng lncludlng the responsible conPany rePresentative(s),
conEractors, and itte Forest Setrrice uust be eonducted at the project
location prior to coumencement of operations. slte-specl.fi-c Forest $enrice
requirements will be discussed at this tine -

A road-use permit must be obtained fron the Forest Senrice before equipruent
is transported onto t{ational Forest Systern lands.

All surface disturbing activLties including reclamatLon must be supenrised
by a responsible representative of the permitcee who is aware of the terms
and conditions of the project penuits. A copy of the aPPropriate permlts
must be available for review at the project site.

Ttre Forest must be notified 48 hours in advance that hearr5r equl-pment will
be moved onto National Forest Systen lands and that surface disturbing
activities wtLl commence.

Establishnent of campsites and staglng areas on National Forest Systen
lands in support of this proj ectr is subj ect to Forest $enrice approval.

6. Ttre Forest Senrice must be notified of any proposed alterations to the plan
of operations. Any changes to the existing plan are subj ect to Forest
Ser-rice review and concurrence.

Fire suppression equLprnent must be available to all personnel working at
the project site. Equipnent must include at least one hand tool Per crelr
member eonsisting of shovels and pulaskis and one properly rated fire
extLnguisher per vehlcle and/or internal bonbustlon engine.

I

All gasollne, diesel, and steam-powered eguiproent must be equipped with
effective spark irresters and mufflers. Spark arresters urrst meet Forest
SerrrLcd speclfications discussed in the USDA Forest Serrrice Spark Arrester
Guide, June, 1981. In addition, atl elecurical equipnent must be properly
insulated to prevent sParks.

Itre pernlttee will be held responsible for damage and suppressLon cost for
fires started as a result of operations, Fires Eust be reported to the
Forest Sewice as soon as Possible.

ltre Forest Ser-rice reserrres the right to suspend operations during periods
of htgh fire potential.

Wacer needed in support of operations must be properly and IegalIy obtained
according to state rraEer laws. t.lre location of diverslon, lf on NaEional
Forest System lands , is subJ ect to Forest Serrrice review and approval.

Forest
Attachuent 4

Senrice Speclal StiPulatl

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

7.

8.

f

9.

10.

11.

L2. Unauthorized off-road vehicular travel is prohibited.



13. The operator will be held liable for control of
found to be a result of this drllling operation.

4-2

ed lnfestatLons

14. Section corners or other sur$ey markers, including clain corners , in the
proj ect area must be located and flagged for preservatlon prior to
commencement of surface disturbing activities. Ttre removal, displacelltent'
or disturbance of narkers must be approved by the proper authority.

If cultural or paleontological resourees are discovered during oPeratiolls,
all operations which rnay result in disturbance to the resources must cease
and the Forest Senrice must be notified of the discovery.

15.

I
noxious we

16. All aquifers encountered during drilling will be documented as to depth and

flow quantity estimates; this information shall be supplied to the Forest
senrice within 30 days of conpletion of the Proiect.

17, Gates trust be closed after entry unless otherwise notLfied.

18.

19.

2L.

20.

Itre permittee will be held responsible for all damages to fences ,

cattleguards, resource inprovements, roads, and other structures on
National Forest Systen lands which result fron operations. The Forest
Serrrice must be notified of danages as soon as possLble-

AII trees and brush rnust be cleared as the first step for new access and

site consgructl.on. TopsoLl must be stripped and stockpiled at a location
where loss and contanination is ninirnized.

Dlsturbed areas must be reclaimed by the end of the field season
Exceptions require Forest Senrice approval -

Contaminated soLl and gravel must be strlpPed and placed ln the uud plt
prior to s ite reclaruation.

ZZ. tlud plts musr be allowed ro dty before they are backfilled and reclaimed.
They trusr be enclosed by a 4-strand barbed wire fence while they are left
to dry.

23 . I,ltren dry, nud pits must be reclained by selectlvely backftlltng excavated
materials, topsoLl last, such that the dlsturbed area is replaced to
approxinate origLnal contour. Ttre disturbed area must be seeded with the
following seed mix after the topsoil is replaced:

Species
Intermediate l{treatgrass - Agropyron Lntermediun
Slender liltreatgrass - Agropyron trachycaulrrn
Crested Wtreatgrass - Agropyron cristatun (Ephrain)
Smooth Brome - Brouus inermis
YeIIow Sweet Clover - t{eltlotus off icinalls
Ladak Alfalfa - Hedicago sativa ladak
Srnall Burnett - Sanguisorba minor

pounds/acre
3
3

3
3
1
1
l-
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the

27.

This seed mixture nust be 99 Percent Pure live
race of 15 pounds per acre.

and applied at

Reclamation w111 be considered successful when the ground cover is 90t of
that of the surrounding area. there nust be no tnore than 10* weeds and not
noxious weeds

24. Roads to be oblLterated must be reclained by ripping the surface, replacing
the disturbed area to the approximate original contour, replacing

25.

stockplled topsoil, and seeding with the speclfied seed nix. Seeding must
take place when topsoil is replaced. I,Iater diversions structures, if
needed, must be constructed as specified by the Forest Senrice.

All disturbed drainages Eust be replaced to'their approxlmate original
configuration when the project area is reclairned'

Ttre operator must clean up and remove all drll1ing equipnent, trash,
garbage, flaggiog, vehicles, and other such materials fotm National Forest
Systeu lands.

All trash, garbage, and other refuse must be properly contained on the
proJect site prior to disposal.

All drill holes musE be plugged in accordance with Federal and State
regulations.

Operations must be coordinated with grazing permittees to prevent
conflicts.

Harassment of wildlife and ltvestock is prohiblted. Al,1 vehicles stll
remain on the roads, and travel only as riecessary, to prevent disturbance
of deer and elk fawning and calving.

All drilling fluids, uuds, euttings and water produced must be contained on
site in mud plts or portable containers. Flulds uust not be all'owed to
flow out or*= the griund or into drainages. Ttre 

'plts must not be used for
disposal of garbage, trash, or other refuse

Any trees to be removed larger than I inch dlarneter must be cut and not
pushed over. Ttre tinber must be skidded or hauled before road constructl.on
begtns to a point desLgnated by the Forest Senrice. Trees longer than 33

feeE must be cut into snaller sections before skidding.

Outside berms will not be constructed on any roads.

The tenporary road shall be constructed as clearly ruarked in the field and
on flagline approved by the Forest Senrice. Field-design uethods shall be
used,

The road shall be eonstructed to a LZ foot toP width-

26.

28.

29,

30.

31.

32.

f

33.

34,

35.



37.
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Vegeration shall ""e cleared for more than the *ifoecessary to senre
tr;ffic needs. Care shall be used to avoid unnecessary danage to
vegetation by cutting all trees necessary for clearing Prior to dozirrg or
bLading

Road maintenance shall be sufficient to insure rolninizatlon of the erosion
for the life of the road. ltre leEporary road shall not be used tf
conditions are such that usage may cause severe wheel rutting or
degradation of water qualitY.

3g. The newly constructed temporary road will be closed at the conclusi-on of
drilling- related activities by recontouring to approximate original
contour, spreading the stockpiled topsoil, reseeding, and spreading the
vegetation removed during construction over the disturbed area-
Gross-drains, dikes, and waterbars shall be constructed to control
erosion. Waterbar spacing shall be as listed below:

2 percent slope
4 percent slope
6 percent slope
I percent slope
t0 percent slope
12 percent slope

157 feet
L42 feet
134 feet
L27 feet
118 feet
108 feet

39. A snow fence will be placed along the rrest edge of the disturbed area for
TMTN-$ to trap snow on the slte and enhance revegetation.

40. Stipularions for Lands of the National Forest System Under Jurisdlction of
the Departuent of Agriculture.

Ttre licensee/permittee/lessee uust conply with all the rules and

regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture set forth at Title 36,
Chapter II, of the Code of Federal Regulati.ons governing the use snd
managenent of the Natl.onal Forest Systen (NFS) when not inconsistent
with the rights and regulations uust be conplled with for (1) all use
and o...tp"o"y of the HFS prior to approval of a permit/oPeration plan
by the Secretary of the Interior, (2) uses of all existing
inprovements, such as Forest Development Roads, within and outside the
a=L" licensed, permltted or leased by the Secretary of the Interior,
and (3) use and occupancy of the HFS not authorized by a
pernir/operating plan approved by the Secretary of the InterLor.

All matters related to this stipulation are to be addressed

to Forest SupenrLsor

at Hanti-La Sal National Forest
599 l{est PrLce River Drl've
Price, utah 84501
Telephone No. 801- 637 -28L7

who is the authorized representative of the Secretary of Agriculture.
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41. Roads must not be used when they are wet and suscepttble to damage.

42. The pe::mittee ls responstble for repair of any damages to roads which are
caused Fy hlS oPerations.

43, ALI traffic must roaintain safe speeds conmensurate with existing
condltions .

44. Roads trust be watered if dust becomes a problen or Lf excesslve loss of
road naterial occurs

45. Hearryr equiprnent may not be rnoved on Forest Development Roads on the
following dates: JuIy 3-7, July 23-25, August 3t-september 2, and October
1-6, 1L-15, and 18-20, L99L. If the project continues into L992,
restricted dates w111 be determined at that tine.


